
Government Center
719 S. Batavia Ave., Bldg. A

Geneva, IL 60134
Kane County

KC Agriculture Committee

Agenda

JUBY, Roth, Allan, Lenert, Penesis, Sanchez, Williams and ex-officio Pierog (County Chair)

County Board Room10:30 AMThursday, July 17, 2025

2025 Committee Goals

Goals from the July Agriculture Committee meeting 
• Revise County Code Definition of the Agriculture Committee
• Awareness & Support of Agriculture - Raise public awareness and support for agriculture 
in Kane County as    an industry sector and community resource
• Farmland Protection - Work in concert with the Farmland Protection Commission and 
County Board to oversee the successful implementation of Kane County’s Farmland 
Protection Ordinance and related conservation efforts, and pursue funding
• Continue Growing for Kane Program - Direct the implementation of programs and 
policies that expand the  production of locally grown foods and improve community access 
to fresh and healthy food choices, and    pursue funding
 - Continue partnerships with Kane County Farm Bureau and Northern Illinois Food Bank 
 - Implement current grant funded projects 
 - Continue to apply for additional outside grants
 - Implement economic development projects for Agriculture
 - ARPA Small grants for farmers
 - Other projects identified by the Economic Development Strategic Plan for Kane County
_______________________________________________________________________

1. Call To Order

2. Roll Call

3. Remote Attendance Requests

4. Approval of Minutes: May 22, 2025

5. Public Comment

6. Partners

A. Kane County Farm Bureau Updates (Steve Arnold, Manager)

B. Northern Illinois Food Bank Updates (Robert Desio, Senior Manager of Public 
Poicy and Benefits)

C. Master Urban Farmer Training Program 2025 (Alexis Barnes, Extension 
Educator)

7. Presentations/Announcements
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KC Agriculture Committee Agenda July 17, 2025

A. Conference Recap and Local Food and Farm Funding Options (Janice Hill, 
Consultant)

B. Kane County Food Systems 2025 Update (Ellen Kamps, Consultant)

8. New Business

9. Reports Placed On File

10. Executive Session (if needed)

11. Adjournment
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STATE OF ILLINOIS   )
SS.

COUNTY OF KANE    )

PRESENTATION/DISCUSSION NO. TMP-25-880

KANE COUNTY FARM BUREAU UPDATES (STEVE ARNOLD, MANAGER)

Page 1 Printed on 7/14/25 Kane County
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STATE OF ILLINOIS   )
SS.

COUNTY OF KANE    )

PRESENTATION/DISCUSSION NO. TMP-25-881

NORTHERN ILLINOIS FOOD BANK UPDATES (ROBERT DESIO, SENIOR 
MANAGER OF PUBLIC POICY AND BENEFITS)
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STATE OF ILLINOIS   )
SS.

COUNTY OF KANE    )

PRESENTATION/DISCUSSION NO. TMP-25-882

MASTER URBAN FARMER TRAINING PROGRAM 2025 (ALEXIS BARNES, 
EXTENSION EDUCATOR)

Page 1 Printed on 7/14/25 Kane County
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STATE OF ILLINOIS   )
SS.

COUNTY OF KANE    )

PRESENTATION/DISCUSSION NO. TMP-25-883

CONFERENCE RECAP AND LOCAL FOOD AND FARM FUNDING OPTIONS 
(JANICE HILL, CONSULTANT)

Page 1 Printed on 7/14/25 Kane County
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Conference Recap and 
Local Food and Farm 
Funding Options 
PRESENTED BY JANICE HILL, ACREAGE43560, LLC

KANE COUNTY AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE, 

JULY 17, 2025

SAVING AMERICA’S WORKING LANDS is intended to 
meet growing demand for cutting-edge information 
about protecting and retaining U.S. agricultural land. 
Designed for new and seasoned conservation 
practitioners, agriculture industry representatives and 
service providers, researchers, planners, 
policymakers, farmers, and ranchers, the conference 
will feature three days of workshops, field trips, 
discussion groups, and conference sessions that 
elevate successes and respond to practitioner needs 
for approaches to save the land that sustains us.
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Four conference tracks, including:

It’s Not Farmland Without Farmers—Agricultural Viability & Planning for Agriculture

Changing Hands—Land Transfer, Access and Affordability

Managing Working Lands for Environmental Resiliency & Economic Sustainability

Forever Working Lands—About Agricultural Conservation Easements
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Protected Agricultural Lands Database

This database was compiled by the American Farmland Trust GIS Team as a complement to data 
gathered through surveys by AFT’s Farmland Information Center of state and local Purchase of 
Agricultural Conservation Easements (PACE) programs and land trusts that protect agricultural 
land for agriculture. 9
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Ordinance 01-67

Ordinance 13-240 
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• Real Estate 

Transfer Tax

• Recording Fees

• Mitigation Fees
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Agriculture 

Transfer Tax

License Plate Fees
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Cigarette tax 
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Agriculture Committee direction:

Direct Development staff and 

consultants to work with other 

Kane County staff and offices to 

research and review funding 

options for Fund 430 and Fund 

435, as described and provide a 

report and recommendations to 

the Agriculture Committee. 
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FUNDING PROPOSAL 
FOR CONSIDERATION

Fund 

430

Fund 

435

• Recording Fees

• Land Conversion fee

• Land Transfer fee

• Motor vehicle license fee

• Proceeds of incremental 

increase cigarette tax 

Increase in fees goes 

directly to Fund 430 

or 435
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Future Kane Food 

and Farm 

Programs 2027+
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Scenario Planning for Farmland Protection and Local 

Foods Program for years 2026+

Approved in FY 25 budget using RB Grant Funds
Farm Viability

Land use

Ag 

Easements

Farm Bill ??

Municipal 

planning and 

development
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THANK YOU FOR 
YOUR TIME AND 
CONSIDERATION
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STATE OF ILLINOIS   )
SS.

COUNTY OF KANE    )

PRESENTATION/DISCUSSION NO. TMP-25-884

KANE COUNTY FOOD SYSTEMS 2025 UPDATE (ELLEN KAMPS, 
CONSULTANT)

Page 1 Printed on 7/14/25 Kane County
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Kane County 
Food Systems Update

Ellen Kamps, MPA

July 17, 2025
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Kane County, 
Development department

Kane County Economic 
Development Corporation

Bridging Kane County Needs with 
Statewide + Global opportunities
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▪ Worked directly with 
Experimental Station.

▪ Digitized hundreds of data 
points.

▪ Prepared responses for the 
Task Force Phase 1 Report -
released June 2025.

Illinois Food Systems Roadmap

▪ Represented Kane 
County at the U.S. 
Peru Agribusiness 
Trade Mission

USDA Trade Mission to PERU

▪ USDA 1:1 visit
▪ Visited Congress
▪ Food initiatives @ City of 

Baltimore + D.C. Office of 
Planning 

Washington D.C. 
▪ Regenerative agriculture 

practices & technology.
▪ Corporate meet & greet 

for future agriculture 
investments.

Bayer Chicago INvite

2025 Six Month update

▪ Pre-scenario planning
▪ Facilitate collective project 

goals, create systems for 
success ahead of FY 2026.

Georgetown University consulting

24



Illinois Food Systems Roadmap

www.illinoisroadmap.org
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Washington d.c.
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bayer chicago invite
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usda agribusiness trade mission to peru 
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georgetown university pre-scenario planning
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Past 6 months = next 5 months

Illinois food systems roadmap
+

Washington D.C.
+

Bayer Chicago invite
+

Usda Trade mission to Peru
=

Georgetown university 
pre-scenario planning 30



Thank you!
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